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To: ODFW 
Re: Coho fishing – Siuslaw River 
 
As a convenience store/bait and tackle store owner at the Florence boat ramp for the 
Siuslaw River, I have the opportunity to observe the fishing activities as they occur on 
the river as well as hear the comments of the fishermen as they come in the store.  It is 
my observation that there are a relatively large number of fishermen who target the 
Coho, most of whom catch and release.  ODFW statistics claim about an 18% mortality 
rate among these fish caught and released in a controlled environment.  This does not 
take into account the rough handling, netting, boating, picture taking, bringing into the 
rocks, etc. that occurs with many catches.  It also does not take into account the 
hundreds of “hungry” seals that follow the Coho up the river and are just waiting for an 
exhausted or wounded fish to make an easy meal.  I have had numerous reports of 
seals taking the fish right from the fisherman’s hands.  From what I have observed and 
heard from the fishermen, I would estimate the mortality rate is 50% or more.  I have 
heard of fishermen who have caught Coho numbering in the teens in a single day.  The 
catch and release program now in place does little to protect the Coho and encourages 
unscrupulous fishermen to harass and kill these fish day after day. 
 
There are ways to protect these fish, most of which will increase revenues to the state: 
 
1.  Allow the taking of one Coho (first one caught) per day with a total of 20 Coho per 
year.  This would increase license sales as well as the local economy. 
2.  Aggressively protect the Coho by ticketing those who target Coho and charge them 
with harassing a protected game fish. 
3.  Close the river to fishing from the Florence boat ramp down river to the Coast Guard 
Station from September 1 through October 1 and aggressively cite offenders.  Most of 
the Fall Chinook are caught well up river from the boat ramp and most Coho are caught 
from the boat ramp down river. 
 
The Coho run in the Siuslaw River is becoming quite healthy and could more easily 
support a fishing season than the catch and release program that is now in place. 
 
Jay Cable 
Bridgeport Market 
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From: ODFW Commission
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 1:21 PM
To: Amanda Mckenzie
Subject: FW: Florence meeting

Attachments: coho speech.doc

 

 

From: Ron Caputo [mailto:roncaputo@charter.net] 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:35 AM
To: ODFW Commission
Subject: Florence meeting

 

Hi,

 

Here is a copy of the speech we were going to give during the public comments at the ODFW meeting in Florence.
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Good Morning 
 
My name is Mike Frankhouser.  I am the current vice-president of the Florence Salmon 
Trout Enhancement Program (S.T.E.P.).  I am here representing our 102 members, the 
greater Florence community, and the fishermen of Oregon.  I am here today to ask the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to work with NOAA to open a limited wild 
Coho fishery in the Siuslaw Bay and River.  
 
 In the last few years we have seen a huge return of wild Coho to our area.  We have a 
great Chinook fishery in the Siuslaw.  Unfortunately, more Coho are being caught than 
Chinook causing a high mortality rate to the released Coho.  Not only are these fish 
hooked while fishing for Chinook but, some fishermen target them even though they 
know they must release them. 
 
In the 1800’s there were canneries up and down this river.  Salmon was shipped to San 
Francisco and around the horn to the east coast of the United States.  The giant runs of 
Coho were soon depleted and the economy was left to rely on its timber harvest.  As 
years went by, the fish returned and a great sport fishery was established in this area.  
Marinas were built up and down the river so sport fishermen could harvest these beautiful 
wild Silver Salmon as they were called then.  Farming, logging, over fishing, ocean 
conditions and various other reasons have been given but once again the great runs of 
Coho declined causing many of the marinas to close as fishing came to a halt and the fish 
were declared endangered.  
 
Now that our forests are locked up and most logging has stopped, the Florence area relies 
primarily on tourism to support its economy.  A limited wild Coho fishery would draw 
many fishermen and their families to the area and still protect the fishery as it does in the 
Siltcoos and Tahkenitch lake systems. The motels would be full. The shops and 
restaurants would be busy again, and marinas will reopen.  
 
Last year more than 24,000 Coho returned to their native streams in our basin.  The 
Florence Step program, the Siuslaw Watershed Council, the Forest Service, the Bureau of 
Land Management, timberland managers, and farmers have all worked hard to restore 
fish habitat in our rivers and streams.  All of our hard work has paid off with very robust 
Coho runs.  Now is the time to be rewarded for our hard work by opening limited Coho 
fishing on the Siuslaw River. 
 
The Florence STEP group’s mission is “to restore fish populations to their historic 
levels”. We have done our job but we won’t let our guard down.  We will continue to 
improve habitat and protect the runs of wild Coho on the Siuslaw and in the lakes.  Now 
that the runs have improved, we hope you the ODFW Commissioners can help us open 
this fishery for the fishermen and women of Oregon.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak before you today. 
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